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Indian penal code is the skeleton of the Indian criminal justice system. A person in general encounters it either in news reports or whenever he himself gets involved in a criminal case attracting IPC sections. But what exactly Indian Penal code is? How and when did it originate? What is its applicability? How does it work? To what extend it helps the law enforcement agencies? What is modus operandi of judges while applying the relevant sections?
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There are loads of questions in mind of a layman. So here is the answer to every general query regarding the IPC-

Indian Penal Code is a document that has been formulated to counter crimes of various natures and breach of law. IPC traces its roots to the British colonial rule in India and draws heavily from the British legislation dating back to 1860. The first and the introductory draft of the Indian Penal Code was formulated in 1860s by the first law commission chaired by Lord Macaulay. Since then, the law has undergone lots of amendments in order to incorporate a lot of changes and judicial clauses for the betterment of the justice delivery.

IPC covers any Indian citizen or a person of Indian origin with the exceptions to any kind of military or the armed forces crimes, which are handled by a dedicated list of armed force acts. The most important feature of the Indian Penal Code is the impartial nature of judgments promoted by the document. The Indian Penal Code does not include any special favors or relaxations on any special person at some position of power. Thus, the Indian Penal Code stands alike for government employees, as for a common man, and even for a judicial officer. These builds up the faith of the common citizens in the law making and enforcing bodies in the country and also in turn prevent any sort of corruption or misuse of power on the part of the people in power.

All in all, the Indian Penal Code of the present day has done away with almost all it’s flaws and has evolved into a modern law enforcing document, that takes into consideration the humane side of the personalities of culprits as well. This has escalated the Indian system of Law to greater heights and has led to a firm respect for it in every citizen of the country. In spite of the striving efforts of the law makers as well as enforcers, the Indian Penal Code has been constantly tested and put under a critic’s scanner at various instances.

I hope that you found this article enlightening and useful. Any queries of general nature, comments, new perspectives, etc can put forward in the comment box below. I will try to respond to them to the best of my 

